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THE EFFECT OF INTERMITTENT LIGHT PROGRAM
AT NIGHT ON BROILERS GROWING IN OPEN HOUSES

Mohammad Al-Mahrous

Damascus University «P.0.Box 30675 Damascus, Syria

ABSTRACT:

Three lighting programs, continuous lighting, 2D:2L:2D:2L:2D:2L
and 3L: 6D: 3L were used during the night in an open house, to study their
effect on performance of broiler chicks.

Lighting Program 2D:2L:2D:2L:2D:2L  has shown better
performance. The difference to the continuous lighting Program was by the
females and males 4.46 g and 8.82 g per bird, respectively. Program 3L: 6D:
3L revealed an increased body weight of the female and male (21.21 g and
24.81 g per bird) as compared to continuous lighting program. Birds under
program, 3L: 6D: 3L had higher daily growth rate as compared to birds of
the continuous lighting program (1.97 g per bird). It was possible to achieve
an improved feed conversion ratio (0.04 kg) by using the
2D:2L:2D:2L:2D:2L program as compared to continuous lighting program. .
The use of intermittent night light in open house led to save about 28.57% of
the cost of electricity at night.






