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Development of Petroleum Industries and The Status
and Industrial Infrastructure of Petrochemical
Industries in Saudi Arabia

Anis H. Fakeeha
Chemical Engineering Department, College of Engineering, King Saud Umversity,
P.O. Box 800, Riyadh 11421, Saudi Arabia

Abstract.  The petrochemical and Petroleum Refining Industries had developed by utilizing the crude oil as well
as the associated and unassociated gas. Petroleum production reached a maximum of approximately 10 million
barrels per day. The gas which used to be bumt was converted into basic, intermediate and final petrochemical
products. The utilization of natural gas generates revenue and at the same time protects the environment from air
pollution. A master gas system and pipelines were constructed that supply crude oil and natural gas components
to the industrial areas (Al-Jubail and Yanbu) and also give strategic route for oil and gas supply to the Red Sea
other than Gulf route. The development in petroleum refining lead to the construction of eight refineries some of
which were devoted to exporting petroleum cuts. Available feed stocks such as methane and ethane were
converted to basic products that can be used by downstream industries to produce intermediate and final products.
The export revenue from petroleum products constituted a new source of income to the Kingdom instead of
depending on exporting crude oil only. The Kingdom became a leader in petrochemical industries and it is now
considered the largest producer of methanol in the world. It has also resulted in transfer of advanced technologies
to the Kingdom and enhance the industrial expertise of Saudi citizens.





