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Development of Petrochemical Industry in Saudi Arabia

Ibrahim S. Al-Mutaz
Chemical Eng. Dept., College of Engineering, King Saud University,
P.O.Box 800, Riyadh 11421, K.SA.

Abstract. Saudi Arabia gained a respective position in the petrochemical industry by producing about 5% of the
world petrochemical market. Nowadays Jubail Industrial City has the world largest complex for producing
methanol with a capacity of 3 million tons per year. In Jubail Industrial City and Yanbu Industrial City exist the
largest complex for production of ethylene glycol with a total capacity of 1.3 million tons per year. Also Saudi
Arabia leads in the production of some petrochemical in the Middle East.

The start was massive and consecutive developing steps were followed for better investment of oil and its
derivatives. It also aimed to reduce the dependency on oil as a singlc income source. Saudi Arabia, now, is well
established in the petrochemical industry. It owns the technical procedures shared with some recognized institutes.

This paper reviews the Saudi petrochemical and its recent developments. It pointed out the necessary raw
materials and the scientific basics for the establishment the petrochemical industry. It through some light on the
large Saudi petrochemical companies showing their activities and products. The paper also discusses the
development of the Saudi petrochemical and its future outlook.





