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Abstract. The conceptual basis of the relationship between income and food expenditures  was initially
presented by Engle Cuorve. Expenditure elasticitics for food are estimated from observation on expenditures
and on income. The main objective of this Paper is to investigate the main differences between Saudis and non-
Saudis living in Saudi Arabia in the pattem of expenditure on food at home and food away from home. The
second objective is to analyze the differences between urban and rural behaviors on food expenditures at home
and away from home. Cross-sectional data have been gathered through questionnaire from 449 householders.
Questions on food expenditures , income and socio-economic variable have been asked. Averages and
multiple regression analyses have all been utilized. The results of this paper showed that there is a difference
between Saudis and non-Saudis in the pattern of food expenditures. Also, as expected, the paper showed
differences betwWeen urban and rural on food expenditures at home and away from home.



