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The Effect of Development on the Present and Future Status of
Date Production and Consumption in Saudi Arabia

A.A. Al-Obaid

Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Department, College of Agriculture,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. To reduce dependence on the o1l sector as the main source of income. Saudi Arabia has been
making intensive efforts to develop the agricuitural sector. This has resulted in great progress, including
the achievement of self-sufficiency in some food products.

The main objective of this study is to investigate the effect of this development on the present and
future status of date production and consumption. Descriptive and analytical research procedures were
used in the study.

The results indicated that although the area planted with date palm expanded between 1971-1987,
this did not match the high expansion rate of the total planted arca in Saudi Arabia. Datc production also
increased during the same period, but by modest rates compared with that achieved by other main prod-
ucts such as wheat, chicken, eggs and dairy products.

The study also reveals the low level of date-palm productivity in Saudi Arabia compared with the
yield in other date-producing countries. Attention is therefore drawn to the main problems affecting pro-
ductivity, and some suggestions are made towards overcoming them,

Thé present situation of industries based on dates and date-palm by-produets is shown by the study,
which reveals that these industries are very limited, despite the various incentives provided by the Govern-
ment.

The study also shows the total consumption of dates as well as the growth of per-capita date consump-
tion over time. It finds that local date production is enough not only to satisfy increasing domestic con-
sumption, but also to leave a surplus for export.

An essential part of the study is the provision of predictions concerning date production and con-
sumption up to 1992, for which purpose the forecasting technique of Double Exponential Smoothing is
used. These predictions forecast increases in date production and consumption of 19 % and 16.8 % respec-
tively within the next five years. Hence date exports should increase, and thergfore the study recommends
that, to compete in world markets, internationally accepted varieties should be selected and the related
marketing services improved.






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

