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Abstract: The objective of this study was to evaluate the use of agricultural energy for water pumping
and distribution for irrigation systems in Saudi Farms. The study covered nine regions of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (Qassim, Madina, Tabuk, Hail, Jouf, Abha, Jazan, Wadi Aldawaser, and Riyadh).
These regions were selected for their agricultural importance and geographical representation.
Agricultural data was collected from 200 farms including agricultural companies.

Power index and the percentage of actual power to estimated power were used as criteria to
study the status of agricultural energy use for water pumping. Actual power was found for each farm
through a questionnaire designed to study the status of agricultural energy in Saudi farms. Estimated
power represents the required power for water pumping for each farm. It was estimated based on the
calculation of flow rate of the pump depending on crop type, irrigation system type, irrigation duration,
daily operation hours of the irrigation, and the water requirement for each crop and the region in the
kingdom.

The results of questioners and field measurements showed that the most farms in the Kingdom
are utilizing energy more than that required for actual work. The power index values for engines
showed that they were reduced as the cultivated land area increased. The values of indict for areas less
than 50 ha. was found to be in the range of 7 - 15. While it was from 7 - 4 for the areas ranged from 50-

400 ha. The results showed that there were high consumptions of energy utilized in small farms. While
the utilized energy in the vast farms are utilized properly to meet the huge power needed for pumping
water from deep wells to meet water requirement to cultivate intensive crops in vast areas.
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