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The Present and Targeted Saudi Foreign Trade of Fishes
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Abstract. The objective of this paper was to measure the relative importance of fish foreign trade in the
Saudi economy and to estimate the present and targeted levels of fish exports and imports. To achieve
these objectives, the study relied on descriptive and econometric analysis. Specifically, the study has used
the following indices: the coverage rate of exports on imports, and the partial adjustment model. The
results of the study indicated that: The average value of fish imports exceeded the estimated fish exports
and the average deficit of fish commercial balance reached 299.08 million riyals during the period 1985-
2003.The average coverage rate of exports on imports reached about 4% which is low rate as the kingdom
still exports little quantities of fish that represents about 4.67% of fish production during the study period.
The fish foreign trade does not appear to be to the benefit of the kingdom because of the low gross and
net terms of trade as their averages reached 96.22% and 98.58% respectively, during the study period.
There was a relative divergence between the actual and the targeted levels of fish exports and imports.
The actual fish exports achieved abort 90.79% of the targeted levels while the actual fish imports
achieved about 96.23% of the targeted levels, during the study period. The targeted quantity of fish
exports is expected to increase from 5.69 thousands tons in 2006 to about 10.36 thousands tons in 2015,
while the targeted fish imports is expected to increase from 108.52 thousands tons in 2006 to 163.39
thousands tons in 2015, and accordingly the coverage rate of targeted fish exports on targeted fish imports
is expected to increase from 5.24% in 2006 to about 6.34% in 2015.The study recommends that fish
exports and imports policies should be built in the lights of the targeted levels so as to increase the
economic importance of fish external trade, and fish imports should not be widen so as not to put more
burden on the balance of payments.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



