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Farmers’ Attitudes Toward the Agricultural Television Program
and the Impact of the Program on Knowledge, Skills of Farmers

in Kharj Governorate of Saudi Arabia

Muhamad S. Al-Sakran, El-Hag A. El-Hag, and Saleh A. Al-Namlah

Dept. of Agric. Extension & Rural Sociology, College
of Agriculture, King Saud University, Riyadh

(Received 22/10/1419; accepted for publication 23/2/1420)

Abstract. This research aims at studying farmers' attitudes toward the agricultural television program, and the
impact of the program on the skills, knowledge of the farmers in Kharj Governorate in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, and identify some farmer’s suggestions to improve this program. To achieve these objectives, the
data were collected through personal interviews using a questionnaire especially designed for this purpose. A
stratified random sample of 230 farmers was randomly chosen. Only 181 farmers responded fully. In
analyzing the data some statistical tools were used such as: percentages, means, stepwise multiple regression
analysis. Findings of the study show the positive attitudes towards the televised program in general.
Specifically, 70.2% of the farmers have very encouraging attitudes. The most important factors atfecting
farmer’s attitudes towards this program are various information sources, annual income, level of education,
family size, and agriculture activities. The results of this study also show the increase of farmer’s knowledge
in all the farming processes due to the effect of watching the program. However, the increase of farmer’s
knowledge has different degrees of strength. A strong impact is shown on the following areas of knowledge:
the suitable planting time for each crop and the suitable time for plowing. A weak impact is shown on other
areas of knowledge such as: the best methods of husbandry or animal raising, the role ot agricultural
organizations, and the best methods of bee raising. Also indicated from the results is the great impact of this
televised program on the increase of farmer’s skills related to rationalizing the use of irrigation water.
However, the impact of this program is weak on the following skills: how to plan, execute and manage the
agricultural  projects; and farm book - keeping and accountancy. Farmer’s suggestions to develop the
program, include holding interviews with farmers in their fields during videotaping the program and
considering their opinions to solve their agricultural problems (85.1%), and making the program
comprehensive and covering all sectors and activities of agricultural production (72.9%). Among other
suggestions are communicating with farmers in a simple, clear, and straight - forward language (63.5%).



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



