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A BSTRACT. Th is investigati on was ca rr ied o ut a t th e College of Agricul
turc , Kin g Saud University on six pomegran ate i Punic« granatum L.) cu l
tivar s , fo ur local nam el y A hmc r Bal ad y. Il amid Ahiod . Kh ob E l-Ja rnil a nd
AI-Madin a . and two introduced from Spain namely Mol ar and De Ja tiva
dur ing I'.liN and 1'.l'.lOseaso ns . Flower ing habits . yield and both ph ysical and

ch emical prope rti es o f the fruit s we re determined.

Dat a sho wed tha t flow er ing hahits d iffe re d Irorn o ne cul tivar to a not he r.
Th e flow ers could he ca rr ied o n ne w shoots (terminally or axillary) or on
one- year o ld or two- ye ar o ld br an ches . Th e percentage o f perfect flow er s
ran ged from I ~ to 53% in th e di fferent cul tivars . Yield di ffe red from o ne
cul tivar to ano the r and it ran ged fro m (1.7 to 3~_6 kg/t ree during ho th sea
son s. Ph ysical propert ies o f the fruits (we igh t. len gth, d iame te r and fru it
jui ce) and che mica l pr operties ( to ta l so lub le so lids [TSS] . acidity , vit am in C
a nd tot al so luble so lids ITSS J/acidit y ratio ) differ ed am on g cu ltiva rs .

Seaso na l changes in the ph ysical and the chemica l pr ope rtie s of the fruit s
al so we re s tud ied during frui t growth a nd ripe ning . They a ll cha nged fro m
on e stage to an other with tr ends . gen erall y. similar in all cult ivars. G en er
all y . all pomegran at e cu lt iva rsstud ied in thi s investigation were ada p te d to

Ri yadh region o f Saud i Arabia .

Introduction

InI 979, resea rch commenced at the College of Agriculture, King Saud University to
evaluate the adaptabilit y of some tree fruit species including the pom egran ate


































