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Isospora arabica n. sp. (Apicomplexa: Eimeriidae) from the 
Ocellated Skink, Chalcides ocellatus (Lacertilia: Scincidae) 
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ABSTRACT. In this study, a new species of Isospora parasitizing desert 
skinks capture in Riyadh region (Saudi Arabia) is described. Sp0rulated 00-

cysts of this isosporan are subspheroidal32.5 x 25 (27.5-34 x 24.5-26.5) fLm 
with a 2-layered wall. A micropyle, oocyst residuum and polar granules are 
absent. Sporocysts are ovoid, measuring 19 x 13.5(17.5-21 x 11-14.5) fLm 
with a distinct Stieda body at the narrower end. The sporozoites lie head to 
tail around a diffuse sporocysts residuum composed of large granules. 

Introduction 

Little is known about the coccidia of Saudi Arabia. The first attempt to throw some 
light on this matter was made by Kawasmeh and EI-Bihari[ll; further thoughts on 
mammals were given recently by Kasim and AI-Shawa!2-41; Kasim, Hussein and AI
Shawa[SI; Kasim and AI-Shawa[6); Hussein, Kasim and AI-Shawa[7); Kasim and AI
Shawa[8); on birds, Amoudi[9,lO); Amoudi[1l,12); Amoudi[13); on reptiles, 
Amoudi[14,lS); Kasim and AI-Shawa[161. 

During a limited survey for coccidian infections in some of the reptiles in Riyadh 
region between May and July, 1989, 18 specimens of the desert skink Chalcides oee/
latus were captured alive. Upon examination of the desert skinks, 7 were found to 
have coccidian oocysts in their feces and intestinal contents. Detailed examination of 
the sporulated oocysts revealed an apparently new species of Isospora which does 
not resemble either any other species described from Chalcides oeellatus or the pub
lished descriptions of any species of Isospora found in other reptiles. 
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